
A H E R B A R I U M  C O L L E C T I O N  F O R  S E T O N  

The Seton Centre  

 The Seton Centre is undertaking the further development of a herbarium begun 

by Gerry Oliver around 2002. Our efforts this past year have focused on acquiring appro-

priate storage units for the materials and researching Seton's journal notations about the 

native plants of Manitoba and particularly those in the Carberry area. We are preparing to 

add to the existing collection of preserved plant specimens. We have a vision of connect-

ing the words of Seton, and the botanical drawings he did with our 

exuberant native plantings in Little Seton Park. Then most im-

portantly all this leads finally to the remaining mixed grass prairie 

of the Spruce Woods Provincial Park preserves and protected areas 

in private ownership. We have a particular interest in the Quiet Voic-

es Wildflower Trail in Spruce Woods Park at the Epinette Trail area. 

The Seton Centre, its Mixed Grass Prairie Stewardship Program and 

Spruce Woods Park partnered in its development. In other words, 

we see great possibilities for our visitors to enjoy and learn about 

the native plants of the area when they link up with our treasure 

trove of information about Seton and his interest in botany. One can 

start at Quiet Voices Wildflower Trail and follow this by perusing 

readings from Seton’s journal back at The Seton Centre. Another 

way into the subject would be to view the images and labeling on 

our recently created photo frame production of many images of 

flowers, grasses, fruit bearing shrubs and trees native to Manitoba. Dozens of these 

plants are observable in Little Seton Park. Many of them are stored in our metal herbari-

um cabinet and available for you to view.  
 While we have been impressed regularly with Seton’s interest and observations 

about birds and animals, his attention to botany is less known. Seton was in botany, as in 

other areas, mainly self taught. In October 1883, just one year after he had set foot in 

Carberry, Seton received a response to an inquiry of the Botany Division of the Depart-

ment of Agriculture in Washington, USA. It appears that Seton had sent a collection of 

dried plant specimens to the Smithsonian Institution requesting that the plants be identi-

fied. The exchange is most telling of the willingness of Seton to seek 

out the knowledge of a professional, in this case, of botany. The let-

ter from the botanist George Vasey gives the Latin names for thirteen 

specimens including Monarda fistulosa and Liatris scariosa. An at-

tachment that was included in the envelope instructs that “In sending 

specimens of plants for investigation it is desirable to have the 

leaves, flowers, and fruit; and in the case of bulbous plants, the 

bulbs, also." The instructions are detailed and precise.  
 Now, we turn back to our 2011 and 2012 goals for the her-

barium at The Seton Centre. Over the next few months we will be 

creating interpretive signage that will, we hope, tell the story of Se-

ton’s love of and respect for the wild flowers, grasses, sedges and 

shrubs of the area.   

 We have a plant press and materials that we will be using to bring more native 

plant varieties into the herbarium. By the summer of 2012, we expect to have a further 

photo frame production.               Continued on page 2 
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grows along the Quiet Voices Wildflow-

er Trail in Spruce Woods Park.  
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 This collection of plant photo images will be of the plants often mistaken as being 

native but which are actually plants that have hitchhiked or have been carried to this area by 

grain seeds and home gardeners. With a checklist for identifying the plants that have been 

introduced to Manitoba and the Carberry area, we will have a further instrument to help us 

ensure the native plants are known and recognized. There are many instances where intro-

duced plant varieties can be confused with native one. For example, quack grass, is ubiqui-

tous in this area, and it is an introduced variety rather than a native grass. A number of na-

tive grasses such as Blue Grama make good forage, but have become rare in cultivated hay 

fields or overgrazed pastures. Our sense is that the study of the native plants of the province 

and especially of the Carberry and Carberry Hills area is rich in both the diversity of sub-

jects and the depth of the particularities we can observe and understand.  
Submitted by Cheryl Orr-Hood 
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W H A T ’ S  N E W  I N  T H E  M U S E U M  
2011 has brought many changes to our museum. A new 

fir front door, which was designed to be consistent with Main 

Street in the 1930s was installed over the winter, giving the ex-

terior a much warmer and welcoming feel. Our taxidermy was 

also updated, with thanks to Stu Bailey, who took our Great-

Horned Owl “William” and our white-tailed deer “Harvey” out 

for some much-needed maintenance. The deer was re-mounted 

and now views the world from the side rather than straight on, 

and the owl was cleaned of construction dust. Thank you to Stu 

for donating his time and effort in keeping our animals looking 

their best.  

The largest and most notable change to our museum is 

the addition of “Penny”, a full-sized adolescent timber wolf 

from Thompson. Her presence in the museum has been the 

source of much inquiry from both visitors and our program par-

ticipants. Thanks again to Stu Bailey for preparing her for her debut.  

A new display has now taken centre stage in the museum. The herbarium-themed 

exhibit includes samples of our preserved plants, plant presses, as well as books on native 

plants and is housed in a beautiful oak case. Especially important is our new metal herbari-

um storage unit designed to keep our specimens dry and safe from insect damage. It is 

hoped that the new display will spark interest in our herbarium, which was previously 

stored in a cupboard, and well, out of sight is out of mind, as they say. We hope to expand 

upon our display in the future and include botany among our many program themes.  

 The gift shop has some new items on its 

shelves, and more are on the way. This winter saw us 

getting in a few copies of Biography of a Grizzly and 

Gospel of the Redman by Ernest Thompson Seton, as 

well as two new biographies. Of particular interest is 

Ernest Thompson Seton: the Life and Legacy of an Art-

ist and Conversationalist. Written by David L. Witt of 

the Academy for the Love of Learning in New Mexico, 

it was published in 2010. Other additions include Bill 

Stillwell’s new book Manitoba Wild and an anthology 

of some of Seton’s short stories.   
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“The largest and most 

notable change to our 

museum is the 

addition of  “Penny”, 

a full-sized adolescent 

timber wolf  from 

Thompson.” 

The new Herbarium display case. 

“Penny” our new  

adolescent timber wolf.  

The new metal storage 

cupboard for our her-

barium collection. 



 As with many things at the Centre this 

year, our children’s programs have been changed a 

bit this summer. In past years there have been two 

levels of programming. One was known as the 

Outdoor Adventurers and was for ages five to 

twelve, while the other was called the Junior Ex-

plorers and was designed for children between the 

ages of three and six. We often found that catering 

to the broad spectrum of skills in the older group 

was very challenging, as five year olds and twelve 

year olds just aren’t interested in the same things. 

With that in mind, this summer we decided to add 

a third level of programming known as the Nature 

Detectives.  

 The Nature Detectives program is held for 

three hours every Tuesday and is designed for kids 

between the ages of nine and twelve. We also have a few of the more precocious younger 

ones join us in hopes of keeping them challenged and interested. So far we have done 

three programs with each group, and while the attendance has been lower than the other 

two, the enthusiasm of the participants has more than made up for it.  

 Our first theme with this group was called Come Out of Your Cocoon. We dis-

cussed the life cycles of butterflies and the differences between moths and butterflies. We 

also spent some time with the butterfly nets in Little Seton Park. The next week was Star-

ry Night Sky. At this program we talked about the stars and space, and our craft was a 

huge poster covered in paint, glitter, and origami stars. Our latest theme was Seton Who?, 

in which we did our best to educate our participants about the man the Centre is named 

after. This program included a reading from The Sandhill Stag by Ernest Thompson Se-

ton.  

 The Outdoor Adventurers program is held every Wednesday for two hours and 

includes children between the ages of six and nine. Our themes so far have included Go-

ing Batty, Life on the Plains, and African Safari. Each of these programs was geared to-

wards encouraging our participants to be aware of wildlife and appreciate the value of 

 The interpreters at the Centre this year are Kel-

ley Friesen and Laura McKay. We have both worked 

here in the past, making this our second and third year 

respectively. Both of us are eighteen years old and just 

graduated from Carberry Collegiate in June.   Kelley is registered to attend Brandon Univer-

sity in the fall and intends to become a teacher. In her 

free time, Kelley is very artistic and enjoys drawing, 

painting, and baking.   Laura has been accepted to the University of 

Manitoba and plans to become a high school teacher. 

She is very creative and enjoys writing and listening to 

music in her spare time.    

Page 3  L E V E L  A D D E D  T O  C H I L D R E N ’ S  P R O G R A M M I N G  

S U M M E R  I N T E R P R E T E R S  A R E  R E T U R N E E S  

“We often found 

that catering to the 

broad spectrum of 

skills in the older 

group was very 

challenging…” 
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Painting butterfly magnets at Come 

Out of Your Cocoon. 

L-R: Laura McKay and Kelley Friesen 



natural experiences.  

 The Junior Explorers program is held for an hour every Thursday and is designed 

to introduce children between the ages of three and six to Seton’s ideals. Through discus-

sion, readings, and simple crafts, we encourage the kids to enjoy their natural heritage.  

 Overall, we have had approximately 38 children registered in our various levels of 

programming, and despite the fact that we have done very little advertising, our August 

programs are already almost full. The changes our programming has encouraged more par-

ticipants to register, as well as catering directly to their age and skill level.   
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W E B S I T E  R E VA M P E D !  

A P P R O X I M AT E LY  3 8  R E G I S T R AT I O N S  

The Seton Centre website has received a face lift! In the past interpreters have 

struggled with the challenges of updating the website, but no more! Our new website can be 

found at www.thesetoncentre.ca and is an exciting merge of the old and the new. It is hoped 

that the new address will make it easier and more efficient for visitors to locate, as well as 

making it more obvious they are in the right place.  

After speaking to Jennifer Sluis about the Arts Council 

website, it was thought that it might be a good idea to 

speak to the people who set it up for them - the Innovative 

Media Group. They completely redesigned the website 

layout to be more attractive and user friendly, as well as 

much easier to update for the interpreters. Using a program 

known as Word Press, the new design in considerably eas-

ier to maneuver than the FTP programs of the past. With a 

few clicks, the interpreters can access the website to make 

changes and there is no need for repetitive consultation of 

the Help menu.  

The interpreters are currently hard at work trying to get 

everything up to date on a website that has not received 

any changes in over two years. A new section has been 

added called What’s New, and many of the pages from the 

old website have been condensed into new ones to make the 

home page less cluttered and more appealing to the eyes.  
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R E T U R N  O F  T H E  T R A C K S  

 In 2008, our interpreters decided to paint animal tracks on 

the sidewalk out front as a means of encouraging people to come 

into the Centre. Unfortunately, due to the large amount of construc-

tion that was taking place that year, as well as the damage done by 

our winter weather, the tracks quickly wore off of the concrete. 

Now that we have our beautiful garden growing so energetically, 

we have decided to paint tracks along the path for our visitors to 

enjoy. There were many enquiries and a great deal of interest in the 

tracks in the past, especially from the children in our programs and 

we hope to rekindle that interest by putting them in various loca-

tions throughout the garden. A future project might even include 

an index or self-guided tour of sorts, providing information about 

each of the animals whose tracks will be used.   

“It is hoped that the 

new address will make 

it easier and more 

efficient for visitors to 

locate, as well as 

making it more obvious 

they are in the right 

place.” 

Interpreter Laura McKay up-

dating the new website with 

ease. 

Coyote tracks painted 

along the garden paths. 



 We throw around the terms “indoor 

classroom” and “outdoor classroom” but do we 

have our meanings for them. We may be like the 

little child who chooses a set of letters and 

sounds for their very own meaning of a word. 

Perhaps the use of “indoor classroom” and 

“outdoor classroom” as they refer to The Seton 

Centre deserves an explanation. We can take a 

brief look at what is in, for this discussion, the 

“indoor classroom”, and how we were enabled 

to make the purchases of the various teaching 

aids in our junior naturalist study area. Keep in 

mind that the indoor classroom is steadily grow-

ing and developing: it is a work in progress.  

 Board members of the museum were inspired by the well developed nature study 

facility at the Living Prairie Museum in Winnipeg. Several of us visited Living Prairie on 

more than one occasion to learn about their approaches and to further our plans for our 

museum. We were impressed by the scope of the offerings they provide. For one thing, 

they have several digital microscopes and have figured out how to use them in an exciting 

teaching situation. The handsome indoor sandbox at Prairie Museum is very useful for 

testing out the animal tracks to see how, for example, a fox track reads in the sand. While 

we have not gone ahead with a sandbox for the inside, we are working on building one 

that can be set out in Little Seton Park.  

 What else? While we have a good collection of small and large fabric nature pup-

pets, we took the opportunity to fill in the missing puppets for birds, animals and even in-

sects that are common to this area. Sure, we have a polar bear, but it does rely on Manito-

ba as part of its habitat. The puppet stage that was requisitioned over the past winter pro-

vides the perfect setting for play with the puppet collection. Winnipeg’s Mountain Coop 

Equipment store answered our request for assistance by providing us with over a dozen 

handy durable youth backpacks. Our challenge is to provide some nifty tools for the back-

packs so that our young naturalists can head out on a small field trip equipped to observe, 

record and measure along the way. So far we have some field plant presses, rulers, sketch 

pads, pencils, microscopes and binoculars for use in this way. The list goes on. We have 

the study materials grouped by type including sky study, birds, animals, insects and eco-

logical concerns. Besides the items I have made reference to already, we have a good col-

lection of reference books, games and posters. Specialty items such as a vivarium for the 

butterfly to inhabit are also in place for the 

pleasure and education of our visitors.  

 The answer to how we have been 

able to procure the materials and equip-

ment we have mentioned above takes us to 

several generous and supportive groups. 

Locally, the Carberry and Area Communi-

ty Foundation, as well as the Brandon 

Community Foundation were the first two 

fund providers specifically for the “indoor 

classroom”. We take from their award of 

$1500 from the former and $2000 for the 

latter ($1000 specifically for our “indoor 
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“Board members of 

the museum were 

inspired by the well 

developed nature 

study facility at the 

Living Prairie 

Museum in 

Winnipeg.” 
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Catching butterflies in Little Seton Park. 

Snack time at one of the Nature  

Detectives programs. 
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F U N D R A I S I N G  E F F O R T S  

  This year we are once again doing a raffle to raise funds for the operation 

of The Seton Centre. However, we decided to change things up a bit and do three draws 

instead of just one. Tickets are $1 each or you can choose to purchase three for $2.  

 First prize is your choice of one of our five limited edition prints and Attracting 

Birds by Elaine Butler. The person whose name is selected in the second draw will win 

one of our Seton Centre T-shirts, and third prize is a Robert Bateman Get to Know Your 

Wild Neighbours Moose. We hope to sell as many tickets as possible to help pay for the 

continued updating of the museum. 

 Tickets can be purchased from The Seton Centre at any time and tickets will be 

available at the festival, as the draw is not until August 20, 2011.  

 We have also been in regular attendance at the Carberry Farmer’s market each 

Thursday in July. This has turned out to be a very profitable way to fundraise with a 

short-term commitment on the part of our volunteers. Many members of the community 

have generously donated their fresh 

produce or baking to be sold at our 

table, and their support is greatly 

appreciated. We hope to continue to 

be present for the rest of the summer 

at the Farmer’s market, as we have 

many extra expenses to cover this 

year. Thank you to everyone for all 

of their help and if you are interested 

in donating something to be sold, 

you can drop it off at The Seton Cen-

tre on the Wednesday before the 

Farmer’s market or contact us for 

more information.  
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classroom”) that our plans to enrich the learning experiences 

for young people who wish to explore the natural world were 

accepted as a worthy endeavour. After completing a couple of 

bingo assignments at the Winnipeg casinos, our museum was 

mailed the cheques from the Manitoba Community Social Ser-

vices Council Inc. for several thousand dollars earmarked for 

our ”indoor classroom”. While I mentioned the source of our 

backpacks earlier, Mountain Coop Equipment, the binoculars 

were a thoughtful gift of a museum member, David Raitt who 

lives in northern Manitoba. So, as with other community en-

deavours, it has been with the help of many individuals and the 

support of organizations in our communities, that the develop-

ment of the resources to facilitate study of Seton’s beloved nat-

ural world continues at The Seton Centre. Our appreciation is 

heart felt.  
Submitted by Cheryl Orr-Hood  

   

G E N E R O U S  S U P P O R T  

Find  us on 

Facebook! 

Releasing our captured 

butterflies.  

Board members and interpreter Kelley Friesen at 

the Farmer’s Market pictured with customer.  


