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Introducing Our Artist in 1
Residence: Chris Cooper

The Seton Centre is enthusiastic about the recent taking
up of residence in Carberry by artist Chris Cooper. Chris is an
2
Twitterpated
artist and art educator who has joined with our museum to bring
to Carberry art and sculpture experiences which relate to the lega2
2012 Museum
cy of Ernest Thompson Seton. Keep an eye out for Chris‟ offerInterpreters
ings of talks, workshops and demonstrations throughout the sum3
Fuelling Change:
mer and fall. Already Chris has participated in the Cypress Art
Manitoba Burrowing
Studio Tour in mid-June where she was a guest at the Seton CenOwls
tre display. Visitors had the opportunity to see Chris‟ bronze and
clay sculptures as well as to chat about the upcoming projects
3
2012 Museum
Chris Cooper, Our Artist with the artist residency. As well, Chris spent time at our recent
Interpreters
in Residence.
Art With a Twist of Nature week-long day camp, an initiative co4 sponsored with the Carberry Plains Arts Council.
Clay Critters
Children‟s Programs Off 4 Chris enjoyed the sessions, as did our super
group of twenty children, aged 5 -12 years.
to A Great Start
A day camp called Wild About Nature
begins on the last Monday of July and runs five
days. Here, under Chris‟s leadership topics including animals, their shelters, and sculpting
with clay promise to be great fun and also learning experiences for the participants. One series of
activities will explore clay, wild animals and
A sample of Chris’ work: “Purifier”, made in
their tracks. A second project will have shelter
2006 using bronze, steel, and electrical
and animal habitats as the subject.
components (48” x 20” x 30”)
Chris is a professional artist, working
with a variety of processes including sculpture, drawing and painting. She
also works as an Art Educator at the Art Gallery of Southwestern Manitoba. Chris‟s extensive work with youth includes introducing them to contemporary art and creating collaborative sculptures and public works in
conjunction with youth. Projects include a Professional Artists‟ Residency
at Art City, Winnipeg entitled Huts and Hideaways and a recent collaborative sculpture with the students of Alexander School in Manitoba. Chris
has explored traditional bronze casting in her work, casting the bronze
herself using her own fabricated casting equipment. Chris received her
Bachelor Fine Art from the University of Manitoba in 2002, she has been
the recipient of numerous awards including the recent Manitoba Arts
Chris casting her bronze sculptures in an Art- Council Artist in the Community Residency Award for the residency in
ist Residency at Red Deer College 2009. The Carberry at The Seton Centre. Chris‟s work has been exhibited at galleries
molten metal is poured into the molds at ap- nationally including the Winnipeg Art Gallery, Harcourt House, and at the
proximately 2000 - 2200 degrees FahrenArt Gallery of Southwestern Manitoba. We look forward to her presence
heit. Lost-wax casting is a process used to
in our community and her offerings of inspiration to artists and public of
cast a bronze from a sculpture that dates
back to at least as early as 3000 BC.
all ages in the Carberry area.
Submitted by Cheryl Orr-Hood with contributions from Chris Cooper

T h e S e to n C e n tr e S u m m e r 2 0 1 2 N e w s l e tte r

T W I T T E R PA T E D

Pa g e 2

“Purple Martins are
insect eaters… we are
told that dragonflies
and mosquitos are
their favourites.”

This season we have close to a full house in
our 16 unit Purple Martin Condo!
The birds arrived on schedule, April 28th,
and chattered amiably while selecting their choice
apartment. They settle down to raise two families
during the season and use very little nesting material.
We are delighted by their friendly, noisy
chatter and their distinctive „darting‟ manner of
flight. The birds are very aware of their surroundings, flying in circles above our heads, chirping excitedly, when we venture too near the condo site.
Children from programming learn about
the Purple Martins from Gerald Curle.
We placed the birdhouse on a high post in
an open area to help dispel predators. Then each autumn, the house is lowered, cleaned and stored carefully until
spring.
Purple Martins are insect eaters, collecting their prey
as they fly. We are told that dragonflies and mosquitos are
their favourites.
The male Purple Martin is a gleaming purple-black,
while the female is a dark grey-brown.
We have enjoyed our Purple Martin house for six
seasons and find they arrive on schedule, the last week of
April, and leave abruptly around August 10th. They spend
time in southern Texas, then fly on farther south for the winter to South America. These birds are a joy!
Respectfully, Mame Curle
The Purple Martin Apartments
near the Curles’ home in town.

(Photos by Mame & Gerald Curle and Laura McKay)

2012 MUSEUM INTERPRETERS
Hi my name
is Laura
McKay and
this is my
fourth year
working at
The Seton
Centre. I am
19 years old.
In the fall I
will enter my
second year at
the University
of Manitoba, working towards a Bachelor of the Arts with an Honours Major in
English and a Minor in French. Eventually, I hope to become a high school teacher.

My name is
Dayna Adriaansen and this is
my first year as
an interpreter at
The Seton Centre. I am 18
years old and
graduated from
St. John‟s Ravenscourt School
earlier this year.
I plan to further
my education at Carleton University in Ottawa this fall. I will be studying Political Science, Economics and History. I hope to become involved with government or pursue a
career in law.
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ART & NATURE
The natural world and especially our local sand hills area has always
been a source of motivation and inspiration to me in my own art practice. My work often
develops from my desire to represent or translate something that I‟ve observed in nature
and thought was worth sharing and exploring. The 2012 summer art camp workshops
were a great opportunity for me to pass along a bit of my fascination with nature to some
young artists here in our community. I conducted three art workshops, each involving
different materials but all were focused on animals, plants, or landscape and eco-friendly
art making techniques.
The first workshop was Scrap Wood
Graffiti (a.k.a. Pre-fabs). We drew and painted images
onto broken or off-cut pieces of scrap wood. When completed, the paintings were installed by the artists on a
telephone pole and some trees in and around Little Seton
Park. The results were wonderful, colourful, fun works
of art which will provide a source of enjoyment to the
whole community! Nice to know that you can make
beautiful art from something that would normally have
been thrown away.
The next project was Landscape Dioramas. The
workshop was designed from art work that E. Seton
himself had made as a child. He and his brother would
create tiny landscapes using materials they collected outside. They called them “Landskips”. One thing is for
Some of the “graffiti” installed by
sure, kids love to make 3-dimensional art!
participants in the day camp “Art
Continued on page 4 “Clay Critters”

with a Twist of Nature”

FUELLING CHANGE: MANITOBA
BURROWING OWLS
The COSEWIC has specified the Burrowing Owl as an endangered species. A decline
in the Manitoba Burrowing Owl population beginning in the early 1990‟s led to its extreme
scarcity in the early 2000‟s. There are a variety
of reasons for the sharp decline such as reduced
prey availability and a distinct lack of suitable
habitats.
The recent reappearance of the Burrowing Owls in Southwestern Manitoba has prompted the development of a modified reintroduction project. The project strives to promote breeding in an outdoor enclosure with the
intent to release the owls into the surrounding areas. The objectives of the project are to
reintroduce Burrowing Owls to Manitoba while addressing the environmental factors preventing them from calling this province home. The habitational and dietary needs of owls
are two elements of the essential information that will be collected by the program. The
group intends to study both captive and wild populations.
This project is one of many vying for a $25 000 grant from the Shell Fuelling
Change program. To cast a vote in support of this project or for more information, check
out their website at http://fuellingchange.com/main/project/327/Manitoba-BurrowingOwl-Recovery-Program .

“The workshop was
designed from art
work that E. Seton
himself had made as
a child.”
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We’re on the Web!
www.thesetoncentre.ca

C L AY C R I T T E R S
During the workshop everyone seemed to be having fun creating
little 3D scenes which included things such as caves, lakes,
pathways and campfires using materials such as rocks, twigs,
pine cones and grasses. It is true that your own backyard or
neighbourhood park can offer all of the things you need to make
interesting art work.
The third workshop was Clay Critter Sculptures. This
project was about the materials, their origins and how to use
them to create something cool. We sculpted the bodies of the
critters from clay and then added materials like leaves, twigs
and pine needles to represent, for instance, wings, legs or markings. Next time you stroll through Little Seton Park you may see
a tiny Clay Critter living under a shrub or perched on the edge
Sample of the Clay Critters
of a rock. The sculptures were installed by the artists in and
who have taken up resiaround the park. They will live there until the natural exterior
dence in Little Seton Park
forces biodegrade them back into the earth.
and the surrounding area.
All of the workshops were a good experience and fun to
be a part of. I hope that the youth involved enjoyed learning about nature and making
some art. Thank you to the Seton Center and the Carberry Plains Arts Council for including me in your 2012 summer art camp.
Submitted by Nova Cassan
Photos by Anne Fallis

C H I L D R E N ’ S P R O G R A M S O F F T O A G R E AT
S TA R T
Find us on Facebook
at
www.facebook.com/
TheSetonCentre

The 2012 season of children‟s programs have gotten off
to a great start! In addition to the two day camps (Art with a Twist
of Nature from July 16-20 and Wild About Nature from July 30August 3), we have continued to hold afternoon programs in the
available weeks.
On Wednesdays we have the Nature Detectives from 14pm. This program is open to children between the ages of 8 and
Kids busy crafting for an 12. Some of the recent topics have included wetlands and animal
activity at Art with a Twist tracks. These have been incredibly popular this year, perhaps
of Nature last week.
thanks to extra publicity from the day camps.
From 1-3pm on Thursdays we have the Outdoor Explorers. This is for children
between 5 and 7 years old and we have talked about everything from eggs to trees. These
sessions have not enjoyed quite the same level of popularity as those for the older group,
but we usually have between five and eight children who attend.
In the month of August we will continue to hold these sessions, excluding the
week of the day camp. In addition, on August 11 we will be celebrating 152 years since
Seton‟s birth with an open house. Plans are in the works for a delicious meal, a chance for
the kids to “get back” at their instructors with the dunk tank, and a possible speaker for
the adults to enjoy. Check the website and Facebook page and keep an eye out for posters
as updates become available in the next two weeks!

