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The Seton Centre  

Our children’s pro-
grams were extremely well-
attended this year - it was not 
uncommon for 9+ partici-
pants to attend on any given 
day. The program ran 4 days 
a week for a total of 8 weeks. 
Entry was free of charge, and 
no registration was required. 

All of our activities 
were art and nature based—
either teaching children 
about nature or having them 
work directly with it. 

The first activity of 
the summer was making bird 
nests. Children learned how 
different birds built their 
nests, and then were able to 
create their own using clay 
and natural materials. 

In his youth, Ernest 
Thompson Seton would go 
into the wilderness and ob-
serve nature. In our observa-
tional drawing workshop, 
participants learned how to 
trust their eyes when draw-
ing, instead of any precon-
ceived notions they had 
about how things were 
‘supposed’ to look.  

They also observed 
nature using our handheld 
microscopes. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Aside from nature, 

our  activities focused on 
the link between art and 
culture. In our printmaking 
workshop, children were 

introduced to the medicine 
wheel and it’s many differ-
ent meanings. This conclud-
ed with a large collage that 
each child partook in. 

In another work-
shop, we learned how to 
weave an Ojo de Dios (aka 
God’s Eye), which has cul-
tural significance in parts of 
New Mexico. It’s important 
that children learn about dif-
ferent worldviews—it al-
lows them to see perspec-
tives that they may have 
never considered, and to 
reflect upon their own. 

Our goal was also to 
teach a variety of different 
art mediums in an environ-
ment that allowed children 
to take creative risks. 

Children learned 
how to work with different 
media, including painting, 
printmaking, weaving, 
sketching, sculpting, papier-
mache, and collages. 

We hope to see par-
ticipants return next year! 

 
 
 
-Shay Sandy 
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Medicine Wheel—a mural 
composed of several smaller 

prints made by children. 

Ocean habitat diorama 
made in our program 

Observational drawing work-
shop 

Weaving with different types 
of fabrics 

Adding the finishing touches to 
our forest diorama! 



There are a variety 
of plants that grow along the 
path of Little Seton Park. 
One of these plants include 
milkweed, which is the only 
plant monarch caterpillars 
eat. 

We were able to find 
two of these caterpillars 
crawling on the leaves, and 
we put them both into a but-
terfly enclosure. 

Each participant in 
our children’s program en-
tered a draw to name the cat-
erpillars—Bob and Tanner 
were the winning names. 

 

As we periodically 
replaced old milkweed 
leaves with new ones, the 
caterpillars grew bigger, 
and eventually built co-
coons. 

Strangely, the cat-
erpillar that was at first 

smaller—Tanner—seemed to 
emerge from the cocoon as a 
larger, more beautiful butter-
fly than the other. 

The butterflies were 
both released on August 2nd, 
2018. Those that attended the 
releasing party had the honor 
of holding the butterflies in 
their hands,  being the last 
ones to see them fly into the 
skies of Carberry. 

They’re free from 
human hands, but we hope to 
see the monarchs return to 
Little Seton Park! 

 
-Shay Sandy 
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make individual piñatas. The 
children enjoyed choosing 
their own colors of tissue to 
decorate the outside. Finished 
piñatas were stuffed with trin-
kets and candy, then taken 
home by participants in hope 
the celebrations could extend 
outside the Seton Centre! 

Afterwards, we had the 
kids decorate homemade cup-

cakes - arguably their fa-
vorite part of the day. 

Finally, a game of 
capture the flag outdoors 
wrapped up celebrations. 

A big thanks to 
everyone who attended and 
enjoyed this fantastic day 
with us! 

 -Shay Sandy 

August 14th, 2018, 
marks the day that Ernest 
Thompson Seton would’ve 
been 158 years old! 

This day also marks 
137 years since Seton moved 
from Ontario to our wonderful 
town of Carberry. 

We celebrated in our 
kid’s program by making pi-
ñatas! We used paper bags to 
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Celebration cupcakes! 

Paper bag piñatas in  

progress 

The butterflies at the release 
party 

D I S P L A Y S  

This year at the Seton Centre, we 
updated our displays to pique interest. 
One example is our skull display. This 
display shows the different sizes of 
skulls— large ones like the black bear 
skull down to the tiniest skull,  that of the 
red squirrel. 

Along with the new displays,  
new items have been donated to our Inter-
active Table (a table that allows guests to 
touch items, as most artifacts of the muse-
um are under glass displays). The items 
donated were a painted turtle shell and a 
clam shell from the Assiniboine River. Our Interactive Table 



The Seton Centre had an-
other busy and rewarding 
season this year. One high-
light at The Centre was a 
visit on Thursday, October 
19th from Clemency Cog-
gins and her husband Pete, 
who had travelled from 
Massachusetts.  Clemency 
is the younger daughter of 
Anya Seton, whose father 

was Ernest Thompson Se-
ton. 

Before joining us at the Cen-
tre, the Coggins had made a 
trek to Spruce Woods Park, 
an area where Seton found 
solace and inspiration.   Our 
time together was very spe-
cial and educational, with 
Clemency offering us tips 
on ways to develop the mu-
seum. 

Johnny Rutz 

 This is also Johnny’s 
first year at The Seton Cen-
tre. He is going into grade 11 
next year and is thinking 
about signing up for the ap-
prenticeship program as an 
electrician. In his free time 
he enjoys quadding with 
friends. 

Shay Sandy 

 This is Shay’s first 
year at the Seton Centre. She 
moved to Carberry in Octo-
ber, and following that, fin-
ished grade 12 here. She en-
joys painting, playing guitar, 
and martial arts. She plans to 
move to Winnipeg in the fall, 
taking a year off of school to 
work.  
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“Many of these 

books were signed 

by Dee Seton 

Barber (Seton’s 

Daughter)” 

The Seton Centre  Fal l  2018 Newsletter  

D O N A T I O N S  

 While Clemency 
Coggins visited the Centre, 
she donated an original print 
of a photo of Ernest Thomp-
son Seton standing at what 
he named “De Winton Cere-
monial Rock” (1918) in Con-
necticut, U.S.A.  She also 
donated seven of her grand-
father’s books, including a 
few first editions. We were 
honored to receive these 
items and they now have a 
special home in The Seton 
Centre. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dave Londry of Surrey, B.C. 
donated his father Archie’s 
collection of 54 books. Many 
of these books were signed 
by Dee Seton Barber (Seton’s 
daughter) at the grand open-
ing of The Seton Centre on 
July 5, 1992. 

 

-Jackie Sallows 

L-R: Anne Fallis, Peggy McPherson, Clemency Coggins, 
Pete Coggins, Cheryl Orr-Hood 

Original Print of Seton 



116 Main Street 
Box 508 
Carberry, Manitoba 
R0K 0H0 

The Seton Centre  

D i d  y o u  k n o w  /  V i rt u a l  M u s e u m  

Phone: (204) 834-2509 
Email: 
etseton@mymts.net 

S e to n  C e n t r e  R a f f l e  

 A big thank you goes out to Edna Shevel for donating a handmade apron 
and a pair of slippers for our raffle prize this year. The funds made from the raffle 
will go towards helping with the overall expenses at The Seton Centre. Edna is a 

valued member of the Seton Centre Board. The draw will be made at the end of 
August. 

Submitted by Jackie Sallows 
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Handmade apron Handmade slippers 

**For a virtual tour about Ernest Thompson Seton go to Virtualmuseum.ca and 
type Ernest Thompson Seton in the search bar. Click on the gallery button to see 
over 100 pictures with captions, including many from the Carberry/Spruce woods 

area. 

 

Board Members 

 

     Cheryl Orr-Hood 

 

     Peggy McPherson 

 

     Val Andrey 

 

     Linda Anderson 

 

     Jackie Sallows 

 

     Edna Shevel 

 Ernest Thompson Seton was an author, wildlife artist, founder of the Woodcraft 
Indians in 1902, and one of the founding pioneers of the Boy Scouts of America 
in 1910. 

 In 1908 he published the 2-volumes The Life Histories of Northern Animals: An 
Account of the Mammals of Manitoba. 

 He died in Seton Village, New Mexico at the age of 86 

 He was also known by the names Black Wolf and Chief 

 Seton arrived at his brother’s homestead near Carberry in 1882 and visited peri-
odically. This farm was called De Winton Farm. 

 He published The Birds of Manitoba, which in 1892 led to his appointment as 
Provincial Naturalist by the Manitoba government. 

We are very appreciative of the people who are members of the Seton Centre, as 
well as our supporters. Without your support, aid, and generosity, our museum as 

well as our children’s programs would not be possible. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seton_Village,_New_Mexico

